
Delayed Retirement Credits
By Elaine Floyd, CFP

It is common knowledge by now that if a person 

delayed retirement credits (DRCs) of 8% per 
year up to age 70.

This is enough to entice savvy people—especially higher 
earners—to claim at 70 even if they retire before then. Our 
Savvy Social Security Planning Calculators do a good job of 

income stream in both numerical and graph form, including 

about. Here are the details.

WHEN ARE DRCS CREDITED?

online application up to three months before the month you 

Charlotte A. Dougherty
CFP®
Dougherty, Tedesco, & Associates

8044 Montgomery Road
Suite 505
Cincinnati, OH  45236

513-837-2750

License #: 6429738 Reprint Licensee: Charlotte A.  Dougherty
Copyright © 2026 by Horsesmouth, LLC. All rights reserved. Please see next page for important restrictions on use.

Charlotte A. Dougherty
CFP®
Dougherty, Tedesco, & Associates

8044 Montgomery Road
Suite 505
Cincinnati, OH  45236

513-837-2750

License #: 6429738 Reprint Licensee: Charlotte A.  Dougherty
Copyright © 2026 by Horsesmouth, LLC. All rights reserved. Please see next page for important restrictions on use.



×

that DRCs are not compounded. They are a straight 

because for anyone applying before age 70 DRCs 

×

representing the DRCs he missed out on this year. 

adjustment to account for the additional earnings. 

very accurate.

CAN I SUSPEND MY BENEFIT TO 
EARN DRCS?

can earn DRCs? Yes. It is not possible to voluntarily 

×

×
Our calculators have suspension built in as one of 

income once you’ve become used to it—but you can at 
least consider it as an option.

preferable if possible, but if not, suspension can be 

DO SURVIVOR BENEFITS EARN DRCS?

eventually be paid to the surviving spouse by delaying 

of living may depend on that one decision the husband 

age 70, he should still delay, even if it means he may 

IMPORTANT NOTICE



DO SPOUSAL BENEFITS EARN DRCS?

Elaine Floyd, CFP® is Director of Retirement and Life Planning 

for Horsesmouth, LLC, where she helps people understand the 

practical and technical aspects of retirement income planning.
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